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INSTRUCTIONS: 
Please carefully read the following description of a ballot measure that was 
written by a disinterested expert. Feel free to take notes or outline passages as 
you read. 
 

 
 
 
 

BALLOT MEASURE S405 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The California Constitution does not confer any special status on the English language. 
 
PROPOSAL 
This constitutional amendment declares that English is the official language of the State of 
California. It directs the Legislature to enact appropriate legislation to preserve the role of English 
as the state's common language. In addition, it prohibits the Legislature from passing laws which 
diminish or ignore the role of English as the state's common language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STOP! 
 

Please go to the online survey, enter the 4-character code for this ballot measure 
(printed at the top and bottom of this page) and answer the survey questions. 

 


