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INSTRUCTIONS: 
Please carefully read the following description of a ballot measure that was 
written by a disinterested expert. Feel free to take notes or outline passages as 
you read. 
 

 
 
 

BALLOT MEASURE Z908 
 
BACKGROUND 
In March 2000, California voters passed Proposition H312 to specify in state law that only 
marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. In May 2008, the 
California Supreme Court ruled that the statute enacted by Proposition H312 and other statutes 
that limit marriage to a relationship between a man and a woman violated the equal protection 
clause of the California Constitution. It also held that individuals of the same sex have the right to 
marry under the California Constitution. As a result of the ruling, marriage between individuals of 
the same sex is currently valid or recognized in the state. 
 
PROPOSAL 
This measure amends the California Constitution to specify that only marriage between a man and 
a woman is valid or recognized in California. As a result, notwithstanding the California Supreme 
Court ruling of May 2008, marriage would be limited to individuals of the opposite sex, and 
individuals of the same sex would not have the right to marry in California. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STOP! 
 

Please go to the online survey, enter the 4-character code for this ballot measure 
(printed at the top and bottom of this page) and answer the survey questions. 

 


